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Abstract

With the rapid development of digital media technology, such as
virtual reality and artificial intelligence, an interaction-intensive virtual
world based on these technologies has emerged. This virtual world not only
blurs the boundary between virtual and real, but also presents a series of
new communication challenges. Virtual idol is regarded as a symbolic
product of the integration of new media technology and culture in the
virtual world ecosystem. Through digital technology, communication
subject completely absent of physical presence can possess embodied
delicate emotions and strong interactivity that breaks through time and
space, thus gaining a huge hobby community comparable to real idols. The
interaction between virtual idol and hobby community under the
perspective of liquid society is explored, including the formation and
operation of the interactive behavior of the virtual hobby community, as
well as the problems and possibilities of virtual interaction scenarios.

Bauman’s liquid society theory and Collins’ interaction ritual chain
theory are chosen as the theoretical framework for this paper. Participatory
observation method, content analysis method, and in-depth interview
method are carried out with virtual idol’s hobby community as the research
object. First, the hobby community of virtual idol is depicted in a
panoramic manner, including appearance and ecology. Secondly, the A-

SOUL case is studied. Taking Python crawling of live bullet screen
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comments as research samples, the form, content, and emotional energy of
bullet screen comments are analyzed. Finally, the results and core
motivations of the interactive behaviors of virtual idol’s hobby community
are verified based on data and interview materials.

The findings are as follows: The hobby community of virtual idol
enhances individual emotional energy through interactive behaviors. This
energy solidifies the community into an imaginary community, and
constructs new community relationship symbols, thereby forming
community moral norms for maintenance. Meanwhile, problems such as
social value dissolution, subjectivity loss, and circle exclusivity exist in
interactive behaviors. It is necessary to establish a common cognition of
communicative rationality as social value. In addition, it needs to actively
engage in social behaviors, and regulate industry development, so as to
construct a harmonious interaction environment.

The mediatization of the body has become a future trend for research
and social development. On the level of social development, the study on
the interactive behavior of virtual idol’s hobby community can promote the
understanding of the social needs and emotional motivations of young
people. Considering that the social value cognition of the youth group is
the future direction of social communication, guiding the youth group to
form a rational value consensus and establishing a more rational and

normative social field can bridge the sense of separation between virtual
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and reality brought by the development of new technologies, and thus

maintain the stability of society.

Keywords: Virtual Idol; Interest Groups; Interaction ritual;

Liquid modernity
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USRI T, H KRB S AL BRI S 0L, X BT AT Y ki H 1.

Up £IK5 & 4695 )9y (ALY 3 A-SOUL A R A & 69 Rk “AL 7
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HVEE AEIAA B s BB, A e S RIS AU A8 45 52, NI S AE
BRI B CHFIRE M 535S 5, £ H CRESCERBHT B mfiTAEeE. 1&
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