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Abstract

Otome game refers to male and female love games, where the player
interacts with multiple male characters as the female protagonist and
chooses the "love object", and the plot style is romantic, warm and sweet,
and the gameplay is mostly based on "card extraction + plot unlocking".
Unlike games with strong operation and competition, the gameplay of
Otome games is mainly based on users consuming game resources to
extract and upgrade cards to pass the levels and unlock new plots, and
when unlocking the plots, they only need to follow the prompts on the
screen and click to select different options, which will promote the plot
development, and this kind of game emphasises that it can bring users the
experience of simulating real-life interactions.

Domestic Otome games with young female groups as target users
have been developing hotly since the end of 2017 so far, becoming an
important track in the domestic game industry that cannot be ignored. The
research on domestic Otome games based on the ecological niche theory
is in a blank state for the time being. In view of this, it is necessary to
study why this kind of game is developing rapidly, whether players' needs
are satisfied in the process of the game, what problems exist in the
process of the development of this kind of game, and how to solve the
problems in the process of its development and promote its better

development.
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Based on the media ecological niche theory, this paper uses literature
analysis, case studies, questionnaires and in-depth interviews, with 582
questionnaires and 10 in-depth interview records as a blueprint, to study
the four domestically produced Otome games of "Evol X Love", "For all
time", "Tears of themis", and "Light and Night" in the aspects of
consumption, advertising and marketing, and players' psychology, so as to
analyse the domestically produced Otome games in the development
process of the existing problems, and put forward the corresponding
recommendations.

The study found that, from the macro level, the strong social
interaction, strong psychological expectations and strong psychological
needs of domestic female-oriented game users have laid a foundation for
the development of the mechanism and content of domestic Otome games,
and their mature advertising and marketing model also provides useful
reference for domestic Otome games; domestic Otome games have
combined the psychological needs of female-oriented game users to pay
for love, victory and beauty to create different consumption scenarios for
users both inside and outside the game. Combining the psychological
needs of female-oriented game users to pay for "love", "victory" and
"beauty", domestic Otome games create different consumption scenarios
for users inside and outside the game. Therefore, the development of

domestic female-oriented games has long laid the foundation for the
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popularity of domestic Otome games. From the micro level, among the
582 users who participated in the questionnaire of this paper, 83.2% of
the users valued the game picture and text content, i.e., a more stable and
delicate painting style, and a more reasonable and appealing plot can
satisfy the users' gaming experience, but only 38.8% of the users were
satisfied with the quality and frequency of the activities of the domestic
Otome games, which also reflected that the domestic Otome games were
not as popular as the domestic Otome games, although the development
was hot, but the quality of the content was not as good as the domestic
Otome games. This data also reflects that although the development is hot,
the quality of the content does not satisfy the users' needs well, which is a
major shackle affecting its subsequent development.

Comprehensive in-depth interviews and questionnaire surveys, the
development of domestic Otome games in the process of homogenisation
tendency is obvious, the game quality is not stable, the user structure
appears to be the trend of underage, the user atmosphere is not
harmonious, the user's rights protection is difficult, and the game official
lack of initiative, etc., in this regard, in the future development of the
game, the game official can break the stereotypical image of female users,
the introduction of more competitive elements and mechanisms from the
audio-visual aspect of the comprehensive enhancement of the user's sense

of experience and the frequency of satisfaction. In this regard, in future
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development, game officials can break the stereotypical image of female
users, introduce more competitive elements and mechanisms, and
comprehensively enhance users' experience and sense of participation
from audio-visual aspect; boldly innovate and create diversified and
three-dimensional character settings in line with the development of the
storyline; take the initiative to maintain the harmonious atmosphere of the
game community, and correctly and positively guide minors; and, most

importantly, respect for women throughout the game.

Keywords: Otome Games; Media Ecological Niche; User Experience;

"Satisfaction-Utility"
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