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Abstract

In recent years, the proportion of global productive service trade in
service trade has been increasing year by year, and the international
division of labor position of productive service industry has been further
enhanced. RCEP member countries have made high-level commitments
in the agreement to open up the field of productive services, and the full
implementation of the agreement will further promote intra-regional trade.
However, China's productive service trade has a problem of being large
but not strong. To achieve sustained export competitiveness in the
regional market, it is necessary to improve the export quality and
efficiency of productive services to member states.

Therefore, this paper selects the trade data related to productive
services between China and RCEP member states from 2006 to 2021.
Firstly, it analyzes the scale and structure of China's export of productive
services to RCEP member states, and finds that China's export trade of
productive services to RCEP member countries shows an increase in
scale but an imbalance in structure. Secondly, the technical complexity of
China's export of productive services trade is measured and compared
with that of RCEP member states. It is found that although the technical
complexity of China's export is gradually increasing, the technical
connotation of export is still low, showing the characteristics of relying

on low-tech services to drive development. At the same time, the
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technical content of China's productive service exports is not only at a
relative disadvantage compared with developed economies, but also does
not have an advantage compared with developing economies in RCEP
states.

On this basis, a stochastic frontier gravity model was used to
empirically analyze China's export of productive services to RCEP
member states. It was found that GDP growth and sharing a common
language between China and RCEP member states all promote China's
export of productive services to them. However, the larger the population
size, the more common the boundary, and the farther the geographical
distance, the significantly suppressed the growth of China's export of
productive services to member countries. Through the analysis of trade
inefficiency model regression results, it was found that increasing human
capital investment, investment, and trade liberalization in RCEP countries,
as well as regional cooperation levels, can significantly improve China's
export efficiency of productive services to RCEP member states, which is
more conducive to China's export of productive services to them; The
increase in the technological content of China's export of productive
services will reduce the export efficiency to RCEP member states. From
the perspective of China's efficiency and potential in exporting productive
services to RCEP member states, it can be seen that China's export

efficiency to four developed economies, namely Australia, Japan, South
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Korea, and New Zealand, as well as four developing economies, namely
Indonesia, the Philippines, Thailand, and Vietnam, is relatively high.
China's export scale can achieve further growth by improving quality and
efficiency; However, the expansion space for trade with Thailand,
Australia, and Singapore is narrow, while the expansion space for trade
with Laos is enormous. However, the potential for export trade is very
small and the export efficiency is low, which has limited significance for
China's export of productive services. Finally, based on the above
conclusions, provide relevant measures and suggestions for China to
improve the export efficiency of productive services to RCEP member

states.

Keywords: RCEP; Productive services; The complexity of export

technology; Random frontier gravity model; Export efficiency
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