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Abstract

The Yellow River Basin is an important part of China's ecological
environment security and economic and social development, but due to
the constraints of geographical environment and resource allocation, its
development foundations are relatively weak, and its overall development
strength is relatively backward. At present, the Yellow River Basin is
facing a series of problems that need to be solved urgently, such as low
environmental carrying capacity, over-exploitation of resources, and
uncoordinated development, and the proposal of ecological protection
and high-quality development of the Yellow River Basin, a major national
strategy, has brought opportunities for the construction of a new
development pattern in the Yellow River Basin. The report of the 20th
National Congress of the Communist Party of China regards promoting
the ecological protection and high-quality development of the Yellow
River Basin as an important task for the coordinated development of the
region, and called for promoting the reasonable quantitative growth and
effective qualitative improvement of the economy, which put forward
new requirements for the economic development of the Yellow River
Basin. Ecological protection is an important prerequisite for the economic
development of the Yellow River Basin, and how to coordinate the
contradictions between ecological protection and economic development

is a crucial problem to achieve high-quality development of the Yellow
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River Basin. As a special green tax to protect environment in China,
environmental protection tax is an important market incentive regulatory
means. The focus of this paper is whether the levy of environmental
protection tax can coordinate the contradictions between ecological
protection and economic development in the Yellow River Basin and
improve its economic development level.

While sorting out the relevant research results of environmental
protection tax and economic development in the Yellow River Basin, this
paper expounds the concept of environment protection tax and the
theoretical bases for its role, analyzes the present status of environmental
protection tax and economic development in the Yellow River Basin, and
then analyzes the impact mechanism, and finally puts forward relevant
policy suggestions based on empirical analysis. In terms of the present
status of environmental protection tax in the Yellow River Basin, this
paper first analyzes the historical evolution process of environmental
protection tax from the two stages of sewage fee and environmental "fee
to tax", and explores the superiority of environmental protection tax
policy over sewage fee system through the comparison of sewage fee
system and environmental protection tax policy, and then analyzes the
collection standard and scale of environmental protection tax
implemented by various provinces and autonomous regions. In terms of

the present status of economic development in the Yellow River Basin,
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this paper mainly explores the trend of economic development level in
the Yellow River Basin from two aspects: the quantity and quality of
economic development. In terms of the impact mechanism, this paper
discusses the effects of environmental protection tax on the economic
development of the Yellow River Basin from multiple perspectives of
economic and social development. The empirical analysis is based on the
panel data of 9 provinces, autonomous regions and 101 prefecture-level
cities in the Yellow River Basin, and the difference-in-difference model
of strength 1s constructed, and the effects of environmental protection tax
on the economic development of the Yellow River Basin are empirically
tested. These results of the research suggest that, firstly, the introduction
of environmental protection tax has been effective in promoting the
economic development of the Yellow River Basin, which is reflected in
the quantity and quality of economic development, and the conclusion is
still valid after a series of robustness tests and placebo tests. Second, with
the implementation of the environmental protection tax policy, its policy
effects on promoting the economic development of the Yellow River
Basin are becoming stronger and stronger. Third, the introduction of
environmental protection tax has a heterogeneous effect on the economic
development of the Yellow River Basin. From the perspective of river
basins, the environmental protection tax has been effective in promoting

the growth of economic development in various basins of the Yellow
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River, and the impact on the quality of economic development in the
upper reaches of the Yellow River is strong, and the impact on the quality
of economic development is mainly reflected in the lower reaches of the
Yellow River. From the perspective of city types, the policy effects of
environmental protection tax are mainly reflected in the quantity of
economic growth of large cities and the quality of economic development
of medium-sized cities. Based on the above conclusions, the policy
suggestions for improving the environmental protection tax policy and
promoting the economic development of the Yellow River Basin are

finally put forward.

Keywords : Environmental Protection Tax; The Yellow River Basin;

Economic Development; Tax Reform
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IR, AR T RS 9 B S s AR HEAIAE B 9, Ik = B AR B
Ko Ak, AEOhRAE BB AN R, AELLERBIFISIER, AR T R IEIR B Ik
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did
(3. 8459) (1. 8812) (2. 5027) (2. 0700)
-0. 0140 -0.0184 -0. 2003 -0.0121
INEES
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0. 2279 0. 2493 1. 0190 0.5411"
WA
(1.0112) (1. 1379) (1. 8674) (2.5121)
0.6187™ 0. 5906 0. 7501 0. 5982
Tk Ak
(4. 9747) (4. 7678) (5. 5560) (5. 0658)
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H I H 25 %
(9. 3158) (8. 5536) (7. 6542) (9. 4590)

47



SN R A R S

B ORGP BT AERS SR PRI 5 R SR IR T 7T

%54
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A
-6. 4189 -6.2128™ -6. 5037 -6. 6238
Flk f 48
(-5.2737) (-5. 2496) (4. 3079) (-4.9498)
10. 0297 10. 1356™ 10. 5647 9. 7887
T A
(55. 4554) (59. 1601) (10. 5025) (58. 5882)
ity & = = =
Ik i ] e L = = = =
SRy ] S RS & B 2 7
R-squared 0. 8045 0. 7816 0. 7479 0.8128
FEAREL 704 603 504 641

# 5.5 HFRPBIER BN TRIRE T KRR E MR R R

AL (D) AL (2) A (3) R (4)
AP HERg P e
BUKR T3 B ME— 1 IR 2 239 T
AL
0. 0048 0.0074™ 0. 0033 0. 0063
did
(2. 1888) (3. 4177) (1.9448) (3. 2800)
0. 0030 0. 0032 0. 0075 0.0021"
NI
(1. 0432) (1. 1356) (0. 5504) (1.7007)
-0. 0392 -0. 0373 -0. 0284 -0. 0766
WAL R
(-1.2167) (1. 0405) (-0. 6261) (-1.5647)
-0. 0669 -0. 0670™ -0. 0684 -0.0615™
Tk K
(-3.8791) (-3.6176) (4. 7436) (-4. 1705)
-0. 0320 -0. 0167 -0. 0656™ -0. 0341
T I H 25 %
(-1.2302) (-0. 5551) (4. 8149) (-1.1180)
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PR , Ao IR EL LA PR 2 BRI I8 775 43 Bl ko G5 g K AR A
TE R R B AT A, ORUEW AU R S . 35— Moy i B A AL B AH . AR
K PR BT ORAP BT TAE JE AESOhR v BRI FREA I N AR B2, DAL REAT B9, Bl
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NI
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Tk K
(4. 3576) (-4.1122)
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10. 0402™ 0.1353™
A
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INEES
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