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Abstract

As a form of expression of early graphic arts, rock paintings are of
great significance for analyzing and understanding the visual psychology
of ancient ancestors. Gansu is a large province of rock paintings in
Western China. The animal images in rock paintings are not only rich in
variety, but also some "lattice" specific animal images have been
inherited for a long time. Through field investigation, literature analysis
and iconography research, and with the help of image information
processing technology, this paper analyzes and studies the distribution
characteristics, modeling style and image meaning of the male deer
images in Gansu rock paintings, in order to reveal the historical
significance of animal deification and symbolization that may be
involved behind the deer images, and thus analyze the inheritance and
historical value of ancient and modern people's aesthetic consciousness
and image function.

Firstly, this paper classifies the deer images in Gansu rock paintings
according to the modeling style. According to the comparison with the
early deer images in neighboring areas, it is considered that the deer
images in Gansu rock paintings are closest to the modeling of the deer in
the nomadic culture of the northern grassland. In the cultural interaction
of different production backgrounds, the deer image, as an image element

of the northern nomadic culture, has had a long-term impact on the
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agricultural civilization in the Loess basin and has become a consensus
auspicious image of the Chinese nation.

By exploring the form, connotation and historical background of
deer images in rock paintings, this paper holds that the inheritance and
transformation of ancient and modern images must be related to the folk
consciousness in the popular areas of such images, especially the folk
custom identity and group identity. The deer images that originated from
the northern nomadic culture have become the common auspicious
images of the Chinese nation, including the Loess Region in the
northwest, It reflects the historical development characteristics of the
confluence of Chinese culture into a river, which has important
enlightenment and theoretical significance for the analysis of traditional

images and graphics in contemporary art design.

Keywords: Gansu rock painting;deer image;image connotation;art de

sign
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