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Abstract

With the continuous development of the information society and the
arrival of the era of big data, data and news production practice are
increasingly closely combined, and the visual narrative method that arises
at the historic moment is attracting more and more attention. This paper
takes the WeChat public platform of NetEase Sudoku as the research object.
In view of the untraceable and up-to-date data, all 181 articles pushed by
the platform from January 2020 to June 2021 are selected for statistical
analysis. From the perspective of visualization, this paper explores the
connotation of narrative expression, narrative subject, narrative
perspective, narrative text structure, narrative time and space, narrative
expression and narrative dimension of NetEase Sudoku's WeChat public
platform.

The WeChat public platform of NetEase Sudoku has the following
characteristics in narrative: 1. The narrative theme 1s entertainment and
people's livelihood; 2. Second, the main narrative subject is the hidden and
absent narrators, highlighting the objectivity and justice of the visual
narrative of data journalism; 3. In terms of narrative perspective, the
WeChat public platform of NetEase Sudoku mostly adopts zero-focus
narrative to survey the overall situation from a macro omniscient
perspective and strive for comprehensive and objective news reporting. In

addition, the narrative perspective is not single, with fluidity and flexibility,
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multiple combination of narrative perspective to present the optimal
narrative effect; Fourth, in the structure of narrative text, the "diamond
style" style structure of multi-text combination narrative and the nonlinear
structure of element separation and reorganization are mainly used; Fifth,
in terms of time and space, there are more summaries and omissions than
detailed descriptions. The macro narrative of data map enhances the spatial
and three-dimensional sense of news events and reveals the development
rules and trends of news events in different dimensions. Sixth, its platform
1s mainly non-linear narrative, and presented in a novel visual way, mostly
static.

In terms of interaction, the WeChat public platform of NetEase
Sudoku still has some problems, such as static charts, few dynamic and
interactive reports, weak visual narrative level and logical coherence,
single media element narration in majority, lack of depth of visual narrative,
and lack of independent innovation. In view of this, this paper argues that
NetEase Sudoku'S WeChat public platform should establish and improve
the database, deeply mine data, enhance predictive reporting, increase
interactive narrative reporting, and expand narrative perspective thinking.
Through the study of the WeChat public platform of NetEase Sudoku, this
paper provides optimization measures for the platform and provides
reflections and inspirations for the development of visual narrative of data

news in China. For example, improve the data news team, focus on
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narrative, balance the contradiction between big data and news reporting,

etc.

Keywords: Data news; Visualized narrative ; News narrative

NetEase; Netease datablog; WeChat Official Accounts Platform
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