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Abstract

Starting from 2015, idol-making reality shows have emerged as a
new reality show genre in China and quickly become the genre with the
highest click rate, attention, and audience participation at the moment.

In 2016, PRODUCEI101 (Season 1) was launched in South Korea
and its craze swept across FEast Asia. Following its success,
PRODUCEI101 China, produced by Tencent Video, hit the airwaves in
China in 2018 and gained large popularity. Although PRODUCEI101
China is the Chinese version of PRODUCE 101, it has been adapted and
innovated locally based on the original show. This study selects these two
representative programs as research objects and takes the comparative
research method as the core, combined with the case study method, to
conduct a more comprehensive comparative study from the perspective of
program format, program content, program concept, and program
marketing methods, etc., to sort out and analyze the similarities and
differences between the two programs, and from the perspective of
"cultural discount" to explore the Chinese and Korean idol-making. This
paper discusses the reasons for the differences between Chinese and
Korean reality idol shows, and proposes optimization strategies for the
problems of domestic reality idol shows.

This paper argues that the cultural proximity between China and

South Korea, which belong to the same East Asian cultural circle, makes



PN 2 T R DA TR IR SR TS T H K LA 7T

it easier for Chinese viewers to accept Korean reality shows. Although the
model of Chinese reality shows exhibits great maturity through years of
development, it is still in the “Bring In” stage, which can be problematic
at times. Thus, we should treat them with more lenience. More
importantly, we should learn from imitation to produce excellent original
programs, and move from “Bring In” to “Go Out”, which may enable us
to promote the excellent Chinese traditional culture through the influence

of "idols".

Keywords:Idol-making reality show;ldol;Reality show;Comparative

study
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